
TAMWORTH PLANNING BOARD

MINUTES
July 22, 2020

6:00 P.M.

1)  Call meeting to order: The meeting was called to order at 6:03 pm by Sheldon Perry. Present are: Andy Fisher, Nicole Maher-Whiteside, Sheldon Perry, Eric Dube, Kathi Padgett, Betsy Loughran, Randall Dearborn,  Melissa Donaldson – Recording Secretary
Pat Farley and Aaron Ricker are absent
Betsy Loughran is seated for Pat. 

2) Approval of Minutes:

• 6/24/20 Meeting – Corrections noted: Application has gone to the State, Increase by one bedroom or more, Select Board is two words, change Lot 19 to lot 11 twice. Andy made a motion to approve as amended, Nicole seconded. 
Andy Fisher – yes
Nicole Maher-Whiteside – yes

Eric Dube – yes

Kathi Padgett – yes

Betsy Loughran - yes

3). Officer and Committee Reports:

• Treasurer’s Report – Eric - nothing much to report
• Secretary’s Report – Andy – we are fairly slow. We have an application for an Earth Excavation Permit tonight. 
• Rep to Economic Development Commission – Pat is absent – Sheldon reviewed her email comments. A Business Health Survey was sent out. A report has been created. Results will be presented to the Selectmen first, then to the public. A request for Board members to fill out the Broadband Survey is made. Sheldon will send the link to the survey to the Board. 
• Lakes Regional Planning Commission –Pat is absent
• Selectmen’s Rep - absent
• Rep to Conservation Commission – Nelson will contact Sheldon to speak about the initiative to propose a Groundwater Protection Ordinance again. Nelson is present.
• CIP – Kathi – CIP meets next week. A spreadsheet has been sent to members for their review prior to the meeting.
• Education – Sheldon – there is a new Town and City magazine. August is a slow month, there is nothing coming up immediately. There is an article about reopening libraries, long term remote work strategies. NH Municipal Association has a new guidebook about Open Government. The cost is $55.00. Nicole made a motion to purchase with Board funds, Andy seconded. 
4). Public Hearings – 
• Baron Trust Earth Excavation Permit Application – Map 214/Lot 162.2

The hearing was opened at 6:17 pm. The agent is not present at this time. Cathy Conway from Horizon Engineering is present. Andy gave an overview of the application. Andy made a motion to accept the application as complete, Eric seconded. 

Andy Fisher – yes

Nicole Maher-Whiteside – yes

Eric Dube – yes

Kathi Padgett – yes

Betsy Loughran - yes

Loralie Gerard joined the meeting at 6:24 pm. 

Loralie Gerard presented the application to the group. Wes Smith, designer, will join at 6:30 pm. Loralie did the boundary survey. The AOT application has been submitted, and it is pending approval. They are looking for a conditional approval this evening. Two abutters send letters of approval for this project. Andy spoke about lots that share the same access as the proposed gravel pit. The Pine Tree power substation and the driveway on the southwesterly corner are the only ones who share. Sheldon asked about lots 97, 98 and 99. Loralie clarified that 99 and 100 have a verbal agreement to use that road. They have access to their lots through Candle Pine. They will continue to be able to use the road. The duration is undetermined at this time. Warren Seavey clarified that their primary access is from Lollipop Lane in White Lake Estates but there is a verbal agreement that Baron LLC has allowed them to use it presently. They have no obligation at this time. Mr. Coleman stated that the project will take less than 10 years. Estimated highest annual water level was 30’ in March. The proposed pit will be 34’ down from the 202 elevation. They believe it will be deeper over there. At that point they will be able to dig down again and determine the water level. 
The 2.5 foot buffer zone must be maintained. The State AOT permit is pending. A review letter should be issued on Monday. June 2 a rule was put into place, regarding endangered species. A biologist will have to issue a statement about any endangered species that will be affected on the lot. Abutter setbacks meet 50’ distances from the work. Wetlands will not be impacted. Existing visual barriers are to remain in place, except for access to the site.  There will be a 50’ wooded buffer. Sheldon asked about a reclamation plan. All slopes will be loamed and seeded. The road and ditches will not be vegetated. Sheldon would like to see a separate reclamation plan. There is criteria in the regulation that specifies what the plan should be. Wes will supply a reclamation plan. Kathi asked if the pit will remain after the reclamation. Yes, it will remain. There will still be a pit, but it will be vegetated. Mr. Coleman explained that it will happen over the course of several years, and will be done in sections. The Planning Board has the responsibility to inspect twice a year. A performance guarantee was requested. Cathy from Horizon stated that it was not prepared for tonight in the event that there were significant changes to the plan. Two waivers were requested. One is in regards to the performance guarantee. Storm water management plans include treatment, conveyance structures and preventing runoff to abutting properties. All water will be contained onsite so a waiver is requested.
Nelson O’Bryan asked if the area will be secured once the project is completed. The fence will remain until the Baron Trust chooses to do something different with the area. Patricia Stansfield is concerned that it is going to remain a pit, and that ATVs are always on the power line. A pit is an invitation for ATVs. What kind of fence is going to be there? Mr. Coleman stated that it will be NH DOT Right of Way fence. 

Ms. Stansfield has concerns about the project. She said that Mr. Coleman told her brother the property will look the same when it is done, but now she is hearing that there will be a pit. She is also concerned that she had heard that a pond may be there. She would like to make sure that the project is at least 50’ from her property line. Noise is a concern. She is a disapproving abutter. 
Don Stansfield (lot 100) is concerned that he has small children who like to ride their bikes there, and is also concerned about the noise. He has a dug well and is concerned that this project will affect his well.

Ms. Stansfield also spoke about Eversource and the noise that is made. Maple Road is turning into an industrial area. 

Eric Dube feels that the Board cannot take land use into consideration with the lack of Zoning in Town. Andy seconded that sentiment. Melissa will email the plan to Ms. Stansfield trish.s1@comcast.net . 
Sheldon feels that the Board should hire an independent engineer to review everything, and to monitor the site every 6 months. 

The public comment was closed at 7:20 pm. The public comment was reopened. Loralie spoke about the engineer that they have on staff, Cathy Conway. Nicole spoke about the need of making a decision within 20 days of the close of the hearing. Loralie requested the time table and the estimated cost to the client. Sheldon will have that information before the next meeting. Wes Smith feels that it is important for the reviewer to have the AOT and the performance bond in hand, as well as a revised plan as a whole. 

The public comment is announced as closed at 7:33 pm. 

Andy made a motion to obtain an independent engineer to review the totality of the project. Eric seconded. 
Andy Fisher – yes

Nicole Maher-Whiteside – yes

Eric Dube – yes

Kathi Padgett – yes

Betsy Loughran - yes

Andy made a motion to request HEB Engineers, with Mosher Engineers as a backup. Eric seconded. 

Andy Fisher – yes

Nicole Maher-Whiteside – yes

Eric Dube – yes

Kathi Padgett – yes

Betsy Loughran - yes

Motion to continue to next month’s meeting (August 26 at 6 pm) was made by Andy, seconded by Nicole. 
Andy Fisher – yes

Nicole Maher-Whiteside – yes

Eric Dube – yes

Kathi Padgett – yes

Betsy Loughran - yes

5). Old/ New Business

We were told by the Selectmen to hold off on any major expenses until August. 

• PWSF Draft Ordinance Progress & Next Step(s) – Sheldon would like to continue working on this and to send it to our Attorney (Ms. Roman). Sheldon will speak with Willie Farnum about this. 
David Little has offered input and it was entered into the revised version. Kathi asked if Sheldon would ask him for further input. Sheldon feels that it is time to take it to the Attorney for her feedback, and then get David involved again. This needs to be ready for Town Meeting 2021. 

6).  Action Items

• August Work Session…? None scheduled
7). Adjournment – Kathi made a motion to adjourn at 7:46 pm, Andy seconded. 
Andy Fisher – yes

Nicole Maher-Whiteside – yes

Eric Dube – yes

Kathi Padgett – yes

Betsy Loughran - yes

The meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Melissa Donaldson

Planning Board Clerk
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